Welcome
Appletree is an exciting and interesting place to play, work and
learn. On behalf of all the staff, I would like to welcome you to our
Nursery School.
We are a Local Authority Nursery School providing nursery education for children aged two to four years. We have places for 24 two
year olds, 80 three year olds and can also provide some additional
hours for parents who would like to pay for them.
Our admissions arrangements are as described in the Lancashire
‘Nursery School admissions’ booklet which is available from the
school office.
We are committed to improving outcomes for all children by
working in partnership with all parents and carers. We aim to build a
strong relationship with families and we encourage your active
involvement in the life of our nursery.

Christine Branscombe

Head Teacher

“Appletree is a school that is always
prepared to go as far as necessary to
support individual children and
families.” (Ofsted Nov 2016)

What makes us special?
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

We were rated ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted in November 2016, for the
fourth consecutive inspection.
We are the only Local Authority Maintained Nursery School in
Lancaster.
We employ two QTS qualified teachers and a highly qualified staff
team, including HLTAs and Teaching Assistants.
Our award winning outdoor classroom provides children with the
same wealth and richness of play opportunities as the indoors
classroom.
We have a large Forest School area, which we use to support
children’s emotional wellbeing.
Our school is widely recognised for its excellent work in supporting
children’s speech and language skills and developing their
emotional wellbeing.
We are proud of the contribution our Nursery School makes to the
local community and the wider Lancaster area.
“Accomplished teamwork between staff and exceptional
leadership remain at the heart of the school’s success.”
(Ofsted Nov 2016)
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If you wish to contact any of the Governors
please enquire at the office.

Our Curriculum
Your child will be learning skills, acquiring
knowledge and demonstrating their
understanding through seven areas of
the EYFS curriculum.
These learning and development areas
are:
•
Communication and Language
•
Physical Development
•
Personal, Social and Emotional
Development
•
Literacy
•
Mathematics
•
Understanding the world
•
Expressive arts and design
“Excellent teaching is giving children a very successful start to their
education, they are rapidly developing much-needed physical skills,
social and emotional confidence and their ability to listen and
communicate.”
(Ofsted Nov 2016)

Teaching and Learning
All of our learning activities are planned around the Early Years Foundation
Stage Framework, which allows us to follow children’s interests and build on
their previous experiences.
We work closely with parents to ensure that all children have an exciting
and fun curriculum that allows them to develop friendships and learn at
their own pace.
Children learn best when they feel safe and secure where they are allowed
to develop their own ideas and form good relationships with staff and peers.
We work together with parents to ensure the best possible start for our
children on their learning journey, using What to Expect When resources.
Children at Appletree are encouraged to become independent learners by
developing key skills in communication and language, physical
development and personal and social development. They learn to accept
difference through our equality and inclusion policies and practice.

The Great Outdoors
C h i l d r e n h a v e wo n d e r f u l
opportunities to play outdoors.
They
enjoy
exploring,
investigating, being creative and
playing together in imaginative
ways. They particularly enjoy
Forest School activities.

Our National Lottery funded climbing
frame helps children to develop their
physical skills, how to share and play
co-operatively with their friends, whist
having lots of fun!

“Learning outdoors is very
popular. Children have
great fun exploring every
nook and cranny, playing
imaginatively and
discovering plants and
hidden creatures.”
(Ofsted)

Safeguarding and
Child Protection
On rare occasions our concern about a child may
mean that we have to consult other agencies. We
would always aim to achieve this with parents’
involvement and consent unless it is unsafe for the
child. We follow the procedures of Lancashire
Safeguarding Children Board. The schools Child
Protection Policy is in line with this for the safety of
all. If you want to know more about our procedures
or policies please speak to the Headteacher. All
policies can be found on our school website or a
paper copy can be requested through the school
office
Children’s safety and well-being is central to our
work and all staff receive regular training and are
encouraged to develop skills to enable them to
respond appropriately to any situation where a child
may be at risk. We believe that safeguarding is
everyone’s business.

“ Staff excel at learning quickly about children’s needs
when children first start nursery.”
(Ofsted Nov 2016)

Healthy Lifestyles
We ensure that all children
have an awareness of the
benefits of healthy eating and
physical activity. We provide
healthy snacks and lunches.
Children have free access to
the outdoor play area
throughout the day.

Equal Opportunities
We have respect for all individuals who
attend Appletree Nursery School and
believe that everyone should be supported
to reach their full potential.
We believe all children are entitled to high
quality education and care that is
supportive of their home situation, their
ethnicity, culture, ability, beliefs and
gender.
We welcome diversity and see it as a valuable contribution that enriches
children’s knowledge and understanding of the world that we live in.

“Equality is successfully promoted. Diversity is celebrated,
stereotyping challenged and detailed analysis of children’s
progress has been a major factor in closing the performance gap
between boys and girls.”
(Ofsted)

Special Educational Needs
At Appletree Nursery School we are committed to meeting the individual
needs of all children, including those with additional needs, disabilities and
those more able. We ensure that all children make progress to fulfil their
potential.
If you wish to see a copy of the schools SEN policy it can be found on our
school website or a paper copy can be requested through the school office.
Contact details:
Milking Stile Lane
Lancaster
LA1 5QB
Phone: 01524 64132
E-mail: bursar@appletree.lancs.sch.uk

Policies
All of our policies at Appletree can be requested through the
office or alternatively be viewed on our website. The current
list of policies available on our website are:
•

Accessibility Plan

•

Administration of Medicines Policy

•

Admissions Policy

•

Behaviour Policy

•

Charging and Remissions

•

Child Protection & Safeguarding

•

Complaints Procedure

•

E-Safety Policy

•

Fundamental British Values

•

Governor Allowances

•

Health and Safety

•

Healthy Eating

•

Prevent Guidance

•

Privacy notice for Parents, Carers and Pupils

•

School Aims

•

Special Educational Needs

•

Single Equality

